Necrotizing retinitis caused by opportunistic virus infection in a patient with Hodgkin's disease.
A 33-year-old woman with Hodgkin's disease developed a painless progressive loss of vision in both eyes. Despite an ophthalmoscopic appearance of white-yellow retinal necrosis and retinal hemorrhage similar to that described with Hodgkin's disease, no sign of the disorder was found at autopsy. Instead, widespread evidence of Herpesviridae family virus infection was present in several organs, including the retinas. Opportunistic infection, including herpes simplex and cytomegalovirus, should be considered when retinitis complicates Hodgkin's disease.